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This policy is written in line with the requirements of:

e Children and Families Act 2014, Part 3, which sets out schools’
responsibilities for pupils with SEN and disabilities Children and Families
Act 2014, Part 3
e SEND Code of Practice 2014
e 512014 1530 Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014 Part 3 Duties on
Schools — Special Educational Needs Cooordinators

Schedule I regulation 51— Information to be included in the SEN information report
Schedule 2 regulation 53 — Information to be published by a local authority in its local offer
e Equality Act 2010 Advice for Schools
e Schools Admission Code 2021
e School Information Regulations (Amendment) 2021

This policy may be read in conjunction with the following school policies; Behaviour/Discipline Policy, Equalities
Policy, Safeguarding Policy, Homework Policy, Complaints Policy, Accessibility policy and Intimate Care policy.

This policy was developed with thorough consultation of all stakeholders in the school community and will be
reviewed at least annually.

Aims

Our SEND Policy and Information Report aims to outline the roles and responsibilities of all staff who are involved
with providing additional support to those learners with Additional (Special) Educational Needs and or
Disabilities.

This document will identify how St Peter’s provides for its learners who have Additional (Special) Educational
Needs.

At St Peter’s, every child is cherished and valued as a unique individual. We understand that every single person
will learn differently and may require support at some point in their learning journey. We are an inclusive school,
with ambitious expectations for all pupilsin the school and a desire and intention to reduce the difference in
progress rates between those pupils with SEND and those without.

St Peter’s is a warm, friendly and nurturing environment where children’s wellbeing and safety is paramount.
The curriculum is designed to meet the needs of all children and takes into account each person’s starting
points, which enables every child to be successful and to make progress.

St Peter’s works in close partnership with our children, parents and care givers, the Local Authority (KCC), the
Local Area, Specialist Teaching and Learning Service, Kent Community Paediatrics and other outside agencies. The
SEND Local Offer for Kent (known as SEND Information Hub) can be found here.



https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/6/part/3/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/6/part/3/enacted
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/1530/contents/made
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/equality-act-2010-advice-for-schools
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/1124/pdfs/uksi_20121124_en.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2021/570/note/made
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/special-educational-needs

The role of SENCO is held by Abby Barker. Tel: 01795 423479
Definitions of SEND
Definition of Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND)

A child or young person has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special
educational provision to be made for him or her.
A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty if he or she:
(a) Hasasignificantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age; or
(b) Has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilities of a kind
generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools. (SEND Code of
Practice, 2014, p 4)

Definition of Disability

Many children and young people who have SEND may also have a disability under the Equality Act 2010
— thatis'...a physical or mental impairment which has a long- term and substantial adverse effect on their
ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities'. This definition provides a relatively low threshold and
includes more children than many realise: 'long-term'is defined as 'a year or more' and 'substantial' is
defined as 'more than minor or trivial' SEND Code of Practice (2014,

p5)

The difficulty or disability may relate to:

Communication and Interaction
Cognition and Learning
Social, Emotional and Mental Health

Physical or sensory conditions

The Roles and Responsibilities
The SENCO

The SENCO is Abby Barker.

The SENCO will:

Work with the Head teacher (Catherine Vedamuttu) and the SEND Governor (Therese Maher) to
determine strategic development of the SEND Policy and SEND provision at St Peter’s.

Have day-to-day responsibility for the implementation of the SEND Policy and coordinate the
provision made available to those learners with identified additional needs and those with

EHC Plans.

Provide professional guidance and support to colleagues and work with parents and other agencies
to ensure the quality of provision to learners and to improve Quality First Teaching in all classes.
Advise and ensure the integrity of the Graduated Approach to providing SEN support at St

Peter’s.

Along with SEND Governor (Therese Maher) and Head teacher (Catherine Vedamuttu), advise on the
allocation of the school’s delegated budget, acquiring resources as necessary to meet the needs of
learners.

Be the point of contact for outside agencies.

Collaborate with other SENCOs from the Trust and local schools to share and ensure best

practice.



e Liaise with subsequent providers of education and ensure children are adequately prepared for their
transition.

e Work with the Headteacher and Governors to ensure that the school meets its responsibilities under
the Equality Act 2010 with regard to reasonable adjustments and access arrangements.

e Ensure that the school keeps accurate and current records of all children with SEND.

The SEND Governor
The SEND Governor will:

e Help to raise awareness of arising SEND issues at Governing Board meetings.

e Monitor the quality and effectiveness of SEN and disability provision within the school and update
the Governors on findings and progress.

e Work with the Headteacher and SENCO to determine the strategic development of the SEND
Policy and the provisionin the school.

The Headteacher
The Headteacher will:

e Work with the SEND Governor and the School SENCO to determine the strategic development of the
SEND Policy and provision in the school.
e Have overall responsibility for the provision and progress of learners with a SEN and/or a disability.

Class Teachers
All class teachers will be responsible for:

e The progress and development of every child in their class, including those with SEND

e Working closely with teaching assistants and specialist staff to plan (intent and implement) impactful
support and interventions and to assess the impact of interventions, ensuring that progress is
generalised and continued in the classroom.

e Working closely with the SENCO to review each learner’s progress and developmentand
decide on adjustments to provision that may be required.

e Ensuring they follow the SEND policy.

SEND Information Report
l. What kinds of provision are made for different special education needs at St Peter’s?

St Peter’s can make provision for every kind of frequently occurring special educational need and treatsall
children with respect and care; no child will be discriminated against.

Communication and Interaction including, speech and language needs, autism (ASC), Asperger's syndrome.
Cognition and Learning including dyslexia, dyspraxia, dyscalculia, processing difficulties and memory
difficulties.



Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) including Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD),
Conduct Disorder, Pathological Demand Avoidance (PDA), sensory overload, Attachment Difficulties and
trauma.

Physical and Sensory Needs including but not limited to, Visual Impairment, Hearing Impairment, Cerebral Palsy,
Epilepsy, Muscular Dystrophy.

Moderate learning difficulties.

There are other kinds of special educational need which do not occur as frequently and with which the school
is less familiar, but we can usually access training and advice so that these kinds of needs can be met.

St Peter’s also currently meets the needs of pupils with Education, Health and Care plans with various special
educational needs. Decisions on the admission of pupils with an Education, Health and Care plan are made
by the Local Authority.

The admission arrangements for pupils without an Education, Health and Care Plan do not discriminate against
or disadvantage disabled children or those with special educational needs.

2 How do we identify and assess pupils with SEND at St Peter’s?

We monitor the progress of all pupils six times a year to review their academic progress. We also use a range of
assessments with all the pupils at various points.

When identifying whether a child has SEND, the following criteria will be taken into consideration:

e Progress continues to be significantly slower than that of their peers starting from the same baseline
e Progressfails to match or better the child’s previous rate of progress
e Progress fails to close the attainment gap between the child and that of their peers

e The rate of progress is widening the attainment gap.

Judgements will be made in several ways, to ensure that the “whole” child is assessed and all factors are taken
intoaccount. The following methods will be used:

e Formal and informal observation of the child

e Evidence of impact of class based Quality First Teaching(QFT)
e Ongoing assessment of skills, progress and attainment

e Discussions between SENCO and Class teachers

e Discussions with parents

e Discussions and reports from outside agencies (with consent)

e Pupil Progress Meetings



In addition, the following formal assessments may be used:

e Baseline assessment of reception pupils.

e Reception pupils screened with speech link and language link by Autumn half term.
e Phonics screening in year I.

e SAT's testing in year 2 and Year 6.

e Dyslexia screening where appropriate and available.

e Avariety of diagnostic assessment tools e.g. Language Link

e Boxall Profile

Where progress is not sufficient, even if special educational need has not been identified, we putin place extra
supportto enablethe pupil to catch up. Examples of extra support are:

Phonics intervention group (Read Write Inc)
Nessy Inference Training

Writing intervention groups Maths
intervention groups Mental

maths support

Pre-teach vocabulary

Precision Teaching

Speech link groups Social

skills groups Lego therapy

Sensory circuits

ELSA Wellbeing (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant)
Memory games

NELI —SALT

Clever Fingers

Flzzy

Some pupils may continue to make inadequate progress, despite high-quality teaching targeted at their areas
of weakness. For these pupils, and in consultation with parents, we will use a range assessment tools to
determine the cause of the learning difficulty. We have access to external advisors who are able to use a variety
of appropriate assessment tools depending on the difficulties the child is experiencing.

The purpose of this more detailed assessment is to understand what additional resources and different
approaches are required to enable the pupil to make better progress.



These will be shared with parents, putinto a SEND Support plan (personalised provision plan) and reviewed
regularly, and revised as necessary and appropriate. At this point we will have identified that the pupil has a
special educational need because the school is making special educational provision for the pupil which is
additional and different to what is normally available.

For pupils who are not yet ready to access the National Curriculum or engage with subject specific study at Key
Stage 1, they follow a bespoke curriculum based on small steps of progress in different areas of learning.

If the pupil is able to make good progress using this additional and different resource (but would not be able to
maintain this good progress without it) we will continue to identify the pupil as having a special educational
need. If the pupil is able to maintain good progress without the additional and different resources they will no
longer be identified with special educational needs. When a pupil is identified as having additional needs
(added tothe SEND list) or no longer having additional needs (removed for the SEND list) parents will be
notified.

We will ensure that all teachers and support staff who work with the pupil are aware of the support to be
provided and the teaching approaches to be used.

3 How do we provide support for pupils with special educational needs whether or not they have EHC Plans?
3a How does St Peter’s evaluate how effective the provision is for SEND pupils?

Each review of the SEND support plan will be informed by the views of the pupil, parents and class/subject
teachers and the assessmentinformation from teachers which will show whether adequate progressis being
made. Teachers will meet with parents at least three times each year to review the personalised provision
planandto agree targets and strategies together.

The SEND Code of Practice (2014, 6.17) describes inadequate progress thus:
* s significantly slower than that of their peers starting from the same baseline
® Failsto match or better the child's previous rate of progress
* Failstoclose the attainment gap between rate of progress

* Widens the attainment gap

For pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan there will be an Annual Review of the provision made for the
child, which will enable an evaluation of the effectiveness of the



special provision. Annual Reviews take place once per year (or every 6 months for children under 5yrs). The
collation of all Annual Review evaluations of effectiveness will be reported to the Governors.

3b How does St Peter’s assess and review the progress of pupils with special educational needs?

Every pupil in the school has their progress tracked six times per year. In addition to this, as part of the Assess,
Plan, Do, Review Process, pupils with special educational needs may have other assessments to track their
progress to establish effectiveness of the intervention and to monitor the development of skills in key areas
and progress. The SENCO will meet each teacher to discuss the SEND learners in their class six times a year to
ensure the quality of provision and progress. Class teachers will also meet with parents of SEND children at
least 3 times a year to review and set targets and to discuss progress.

If these assessments do not show adequate progress is being made the SEND support plan (ILP) will be reviewed
and adjusted.

3c How do we approach teaching pupils with special educational needs?

St Peter’s follows the Graduated Approach.

The Graduated Approach means that through continuous assessment and observation, the additional needs
of pupils are identified. The teacher will plan appropriate activities and set targets in collaboration with
parents. Teachers willimplement (do) the plan (intervention). After a specified period of time, the teacher will
assess the progress made. A review will take place and decisions made as to the best course of action for the
child, dependent on success of the process to date. This cycle will continue. The process will be documented
on a personalised provision plan.

Where progress is made and the child is closing the attainment gap, the child may no longer need to

receive SEND support.

If difficulties continue or increase, in a small number of cases, it may be considered necessary to apply to the
Local Authority for an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP).

High quality, scaffolded teaching and learning for individual pupils, is the first step in responding to pupils who
have or may have SEND. Additional intervention and support cannot compensate for a lack of good quality
teaching. At St Peter’s, the quality of teaching for all pupils, including those at risk of underachievement, is
regularly reviewed by members of the Senior Leadership Team. Where necessary, teachers' understanding of
strategies to identify and support vulnerable pupils and their knowledge of SEND will be reviewed and support
given.



At St Peter’s the quality of teaching is judged to be “Good” in our last Ofsted inspection (February 2024).
We follow the Mainstream Core Standards: Mainstream Core Standards

These standards take the form of advice developed by Kent County Council to ensure that our teaching
conforms to best practice.

In meeting the Mainstream Core Standards the school employs some additional teaching approaches, as
advised by internal and external assessments e.g. one to one teaching, precision teaching, mentoring and
small group teaching.. These are delivered by additional staff employed through the funding provided to the
school as 'notional SEN funding' and High Needs Funding (which ends in Kent in August 2024) and replaced
the Communities Model from September 2025.

3d How we adapt the curriculum and learning environment for pupils with special educational needs?

All teachers at St Peter’s are expected to be teachers of all pupils, including those learners with SEND. This
means thatall teachers are required to demonstrate a high level of skill in planning, delivering and assessing
learning that is matched to the needs of the children in the class. Not all children will have the same work.
Teachers are expected to:
e Reduce barriers to learning through Quality First inclusive practices
e Make sure the learning environmentis fit for purpose and supports effective and independent
learning
e Planappropriate work thatis matched to each learner’s needs.
e Beambitious for all learners, encouraging children to always be the best that they can be
e Develop independent learning skills in all children
e Scaffold the curriculum so that it takes account of different learning styles, interests, abilities and
accessibility
e Promote high levels of pupil engagement through creative and interesting tasks
e Monitor children’s learning effectively
e Ensure early identification of pupils who may require a curriculum that provided additional or
different provision in order to make progress
e Setand review SEND Support targets with parents at least 3 times each year
e Ensure strategic decisions reflect the accessibility needs of all learners

e Understand that behaviour is a form of communication.

We follow the advice in the Mainstream Core Standards on how to adapt the curriculum and the learning
environment for pupils with special educational needs. We also incorporate the advice provided as a result of
assessments, both internal and external, and the strategies described in Education, Health and Care Plan


https://www.kelsi.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/117256/Special-educational-needs-mainstream-core-standards.pdf

3e What additional support for learning is available to pupils with special educational needs?

As part of our school budget we receive 'notional SEN funding'. This funding is used to ensure that the quality of
teachingis atleast good in the school and that there are sufficient resources to deploy additional and different
teaching for pupils requiring SEND support. In very few cases a very high level of resource is required. The funding
arrangements require schools to provide up to £6000 per year of resource for pupils with high needs, and above
that amount the Local Authority should provide top up to the school (until August 2024. From September
2025, additional funding is to be sourced through the Communities Model).

A wide range of additional support is available at St Peter’s. This includes interventions such as: Read Write Inc
(small group), NELI, Nessy, Sensory Circuits, ELSA strategies and Counselling.

3f How do we allow all pupils to engage in school activities (including physical activities)?

All clubs, trips and activities offered to pupils at St Peter’s are available to pupils with special educational needs
either with or without an Education, Health and Care Plan. Where itis necessary, the school will use the
resources available to it to provide additional adult support to enable the safe participation of the pupil in the
activity. All children are encouraged to participate in educational visits and residential trips. In some cases, it
may be necessary for an individual risk assessment to be made.

3g How do we support pupils to improve their emotional and social development?

We understand that an important feature of the school is to enable all pupils to develop emotional resilience
and social skills, both through direct teaching for instance e.g. RHE, development of social and moral skills taught
through RE lessons, Reflection Time, Circle Time, growth mindset and indirectly with every conversation adults
have with pupils throughout the day.

For some pupils with the most need for help in this area we also can provide the following list e.g. access to ELSA
intervention, access to ‘check ins’ with a familiar staff member, mentor time with another teacher/teaching
assistant, time-out space for pupils to use when upset or dysregulated, appropriate social skills groups including
Lego style therapy. Forasmall minority of pupils, St Peter’s provides access to a qualified counsellor.

Pupils in the early stages of emotional and social development because of their special educational needs will
be supported to enable them to develop and mature appropriately. This will usually require additional and
different resources.



Whois responsible for the co-ordination of SEND?

The SENCO, Abby Barker. Abby is an experienced and qualified teacher who has been accredited by the
National Award for SEN Co- ordination.
Abby Barker is available on 01795 423479 or senco@st-peters-sittingbourne.kcsp.org.uk

The SENCO works part time and is in school on Thursdays and Fridays.

4. What expertise do the staff at St Peter’s have in SEND?

Training:

Teachers and teaching assistants have had the following awareness training:
Autism (ASD and Asperger's syndrome)

ADHD

Physical difficulties (gross and fine motor skills) Dyslexia
Dyspraxia

Dyscalculia

Speech and language difficulties First Aid
Attachment and

Trauma

Quality First Teaching Strategies

Quality First Teaching with SLCN in mind
ELSA strategies

Emotional and mental health difficulties
Adapting the Curriculum for all learners

Increasing Pupil Engagement

Where a training need is identified beyond this we will find a provider who is able to deliver it. Training
providers we can approach are MIDAS @ Meadowfields — our local special school, our trade-in speech and
language therapist, Specialist Teaching and Learning Service for: Cognition and Learning, Communication and
Interaction, Social, Emotional and Mental Health or Physical and Sensory difference. The cost of training is
covered by the notional SEND funding.



5. How do we provide equipment and facilities to support pupils with SEND?

Where external advisors recommend the use of equipment or facilities which the school does not have, we will
purchase it using the notional SEND funding, or establish a source from which it could be loaned. For highly
specialist communication equipment the school will seek the advice of the KCC Communication and Assistive
Technology team.

The SENCO will acquire equipment such as fiddle toys, sit “n” move cushions, pencil grips, etc. and other resources
asrequired. The SENCO will also liaise with Physiotherapists and Occupational Therapists (where they are
involved with the individual) to seek guidance and information relating to specific equipment needed for
particular pupils.

6. How do we consult with parents of children with SEND?

All parents of pupils at St Peter’s are invited to discuss the progress of their children three times ayear. They
will receive a formal written school report once a year and a copy of their child’s targets and SEND Support
reviews three times a year. In addition we are happy to arrange meetings outside these times. As part of our
normal teaching arrangements, all pupils will access some additional teaching to help them catch-up if the
progress monitoring indicates that this is necessary; this will not imply that the pupil has a special educational
need. All such provision will be recorded, tracked and evaluated within Pupil Progress Meetings.

If, following this normal provision, improvements in progress are not seen, we will contact parents to discuss the
use of internal or external assessments which will help us to address these needs better. From this point onwards
the pupil will be identified as having special educational needs because special educational provision is being
made and the parent will be invited to all planning and reviews of this provision. Parents will be actively
supported to contribute to the Assess, Plan, Do, Review process.

In addition to this, parents of pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan will be invited to contribute to and
attend an Annual Review, which, wherever possible will also include other agencies involved with the pupil.

Information will be made accessible for parents.

7. What are the arrangements we make for involving pupils with SEND in their education?

When a pupil has been identified to have special educational needs because special educational provision is
being made for them, the pupil will be consulted about and involved in the arrangements made for them as part
of person-centred planning. Parents are likely to play a more significant role in the earlier childhood years with
the young person taking more responsibility and acting with greater independence in later years.

Children with an EHCP are included for part of their Annual Review meeting (where appropriate).



8. What are the arrangements made by the Governors relating to the treatment of complaints from

parents of pupils with special educational needs concerning the provision made at the school?

The normal arrangements for the treatment of complaints at St Peter’s are used for complaints about provision
made for special educational needs. We encourage parents to discuss their concerns with the class teacher,
SENCO or Head teacher to resolve the issue before making the complaint formal to the Chair of the Governors.

If the complaintis not resolved after it has been considered by the Governors, then a disagreement resolution
service or mediation service can be contracted. If it remains unresolved after this, the complainant can appeal
to the First—tier Tribunal (Special Educational Needs and Disability), if the case refers to disability discrimination,
or to the Secretary of State for all other cases.

There are some circumstances, usually for children who have an EHCP, where there is a statutory right for

parents to appeal against a decision of the Local Authority.
Complaints which fall within this category cannot be investigated by the school.

9. How do the Governors involve other bodies, including health and social services bodies, local authority

supportservices and voluntary organisations in meeting the needs of pupils with SEND and in supporting

the families of such pupils?

The Governors have engaged with the following bodies:-
* Free membership of LIFT for access to Specialist Teaching and Learning Service (STLS)
® Linkto Disabled Children's Service for support to families for some pupils with high needs

* Access to local authority’s service level agreement with Speech and Language Therapy Services /
Occupational Therapy Services / Physiotherapy Services for pupil with requirement for direct therapy or
advice

* Ability to make adhoc requests for advice from Communication and Assistive Technology Team,
etc.

10. What are the contact details of support services for the parents of pupils with special educational needs?

(Including those for arrangements made in accordance with clause 32 (Parent Partnership Services)

Information, Advice, Support Kent (IASK) provides free, impartial, confidential, advice, support and options
around educational issues for parents who have children with special educational needs or disabilities (0-19).
They empower parents to play an active and informed role in their child's education. They can be contacted
on:

HELPLINE: 03000 413 000
E-mail: iask@kent.gov.uk

iask Kent


mailto:iask@kent.gov.uk
https://www.iask.org.uk/

11. What are the school's arrangements for supporting pupils with SEND transition e.q. from
Nursery to Reception or year 6 to Secondary School?

At St Peter’s we work closely with the educational settings used by the pupils before they transfer to us in order to
seek the information that will make the transfer is a seamless as possible. The Reception Teacher and/or SENCO will
meet with relevant early year's settings to obtain as much information possible. Any relevant reports are also
transferred from these placements. Pupils are invited to taster sessions where any issues can be discussed with
parents. There is also a new parents information meeting where again any issues can be discussed.

We also contribute information to a pupils' onward destination by providing information to the next setting.
SENCO and/or Year 6 teacher will meet with appropriate staff from secondary placements to allow the best
transition procedures possible for SEND pupils. St Peter’s is part of the STLS Transition Group and attends the
EYFS to Primary and Primary to Secondary events for Swale.

Dueto attendance at LIFT and other events in Swale, there are good links between local SENCOs. This means
that ongoing support and liaison can be provided to receiving schools after a child has left St Peter’s.

For children moving to the next year group, but remaining at St Peter’s, there are a number of transition activities
that occur. Included in this is visits to the new teacher, visits from the new teachers, “special jobs” delivering
messages to next teacher/classroom, story times, social stories and comic strip conversations.

13. Information on where the local authority’s local offer is published.

The local authority's local offer is published on:
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/special-educational-needs and parents without

internet access should make an appointment with the SENCO for supportto gainthe information they
require.

Approved by the GB on

Nextreview on June 2026


https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/special-educational-needs

