
Progression of key knowledge concepts  

Concept  Interdependence 
Space, Scale and 

location 

Human Features 

 
Physical Features 

Caritas in action  

CST principles explored 

Developing a sense of place runs through all the key concepts above 

Reception 

Children discover the similarities 

and differences between their 

own lives and the lives of their 

friends and people in different 

countries through personal and 

everyday geographies 

Children discover their 

local area, where they 

live, the location of 

their school and local 

shops. 

Children use their senses to 

discover characteristics of 

man-made materials. 

Children discover the human 

features around them 

Children learn about human 

impact on the world around 

them through rubbish and 

recycling 

Children learn how natural 

materials are used in 

buildings. 

Children discover the physical 

features around the school 

and local area and how 

seasons change around them.  

Through the CST strand of 

‘distributive justice’, children 

will look at natural materials 

and their sustainability. 

Children will learn about their 

impact on their surroundings 

and our responsibility to care 

for the natural environment. 

Year 1 

Children discover the similarities 

and differences between the 

lives of people in hot and cold 

environments of (Australia and 

The Arctic Circle) and their own 

lives in England. 

Children discover the 

location of some oceans 

and continents and know 

we are part of Europe. 

Children compare the 

size of UK to Australia 

and The Arctic Circle.  

Children discover the human 

features and culture of their 

local area and Australia and 

The Arctic Circle. Children 

will look at the 

characteristics of Inuit 

settlements and Aboriginal. 

Children will be able to 

describe the location of 

settlements IN Australia and 

give reasons for this.   

Children discover the physical 

features of their local area 

and Australia and The Arctic 

Circle. Children learn what a 

desert, ice-cap, beach, cliff, 

crevasse, ice-sheet, ice-cap, 

rock, mountain, forest, coast 

and reef. Children will be able 

to describe the climate in 

Australia and Arctic circle.  

Through the CST strand of 

‘stewardship’ they will 

understand how we can protect 

the Great Barrier Reef.  

What is climate change and how 

we can protect polar regions? 

Children look at plastic pollution 

how we can protect the coast 

for everybody to enjoy.  

Year 2 

Children discover the 

relationship between diversity 

and protection through nature 

reserves. Children will know how 

daily lives are affected by 

climate. Children will know that 

settlements evolve and are 

located where resources and 

transport is naturally available 

such as along rivers.  

Children discover The 

United Kingdom is part 

of Europe, one of the 

continents that make up 

the world. Children 

locate 4 major cities in 

UK and can name the 

countries of the UK 

including capitals. They 

will know landmarks and 

features of 4 major 

cities.   

Children discover the human 

features and culture of 

Nigeria and compare travel 

and transport to that in the 

UK. Children plan a journey 

through a UK city and locate 

landmarks. Children will know 

the features of a city and 

different types of settlement 

Children discover the physical 

features of Nigeria and UK 

such as mountain belts, 

lowland and upland areas, 

savannah, deltas and coastal 

environments.  

Children learn about 

sustainability and the need 

for green spaces to protect 

local habitats.  

Through the CST strand of ‘the 

common good’, children look at 

how we can work together with 

governments and our 

communities to protect species 

such as gorillas. Cause and 

effect of air-pollution in 

London. Who are the RSPB and 

Kent Wildlife Trust and what 

can we learn from them?  



Year 3 

Children discover the similarities 

and differences between French 

Alps, Cairngorms and their own 

town. Children look at the 

relationship between tourism and 

environmental impacts.  

Children discover the 

location of mountainous 

areas in Europe and the 

UK. Children make 

comparisons in size 

between summits in 

Europe, UK and Asia.  

Children discover the human 

features of French Alps and 

Cairngorms, focus on tourism 

and environmental impacts 

and settlement types 

Look at local settlements and 

housing types and why 

different materials are used.  

Children discover the physical 

features of French Alps and 

Cairngorms including mountain 

formation, lochs and lakes. 

Children look at how local 

climate and soil provides 

excellent conditions for 

farming.    

Through the CST strand of 

solidarity children will: 

Understand the threat of 

extinction for species in the 

Cairngorms and impact of 

tourism on wildlife in French 

Alps.   

Children look at food waste and 

what we can do to alleviate it. 

How can food banks help? What 

is the global food crisis? 

Year 4 

Children discover the similarities 

and differences between Italy, 

Brazil and the UK. Children 

understand the importance 

between sustaining human life 

and the rainforests. Children 

will look at the link between 

visitors and amenities.  

Children can identify 

features of the world’s 

biomes and can describe 

their distribution. 

Children can make links 

to climate in Italy, UK 

and Brazil through their 

position on the earth.   

Children know the features of 

a city, urban and rural areas.  

Children will investigate the 

lives of some indigenous 

tribes and compare their lives 

with their own. Children 

investigate push and pull 

factors and tourism. Children 

will look at what makes a 

place accessible for all.   

Children discover the physical 

features of Italy and Brazil 

Children will know how 

tectonic activity creates 

volcanoes. They are 

introduced to the concept of 

vegetation belts, biomes, and 

the tropics and their 

environmental impact. 

Through the CST strand of 

‘participation’ children will: 

Learn about the difficulties of 

the indigenous people of Brazil 

and how they are working with 

agencies to build more 

sustainable lives.  

Know how we can improve 

accessibility for others who 

face difficulties in our 

community.   

Year 5 

Children discover the similarities 

and differences between Poland, 

north America and their own 

lives in England. They also 

explore links between rivers and 

the water-cycle, resources and 

settlement patterns and 

pollution.   

Children discover 

Europe in more detail 

locating countries 

including Poland and 

Russia. Children will 

compare rivers in 

Poland, UK and North 

America through size, 

use and importance.  

Children discover the human 

features and settlements of 

Poland, UK and USA. Children 

will look at population growth 

and its impacts on resources 

and quality of life. Children 

will learn about different 

energy and the impacts of 

nuclear waste. Children will 

understand air pollution and 

what needs to be done to 

reverse it.  

Children discover the physical 

features of Poland, USA and 

compare to our own landscape. 

Children will learn the water 

cycle features of a river 

including source, mouth, and 

tributaries, upper and lower 

course. Children will know 

what an estuary is and its 

importance for sea defence 

and nature.  

Through the CST strand of 

‘stewardship’ children will: look 

at North America’s consumption 

of beef through a rising 

population as a contributing 

factor to global warming and 

debate lab grown meat. 

What can we do to reduce 

effects or pollution particularly 

air and river pollution.  

Year 6 

Children discover the similarities 

and differences between Spain, 

China and UK. Children will learn 

how climate, natural resources 

and energy are key to a 

countries import/export and 

wealth. And how geography 

Children will look at 

time differences on 

world scale. Children 

will link space and 

population to 

understand the term 

population density.  

Children will understand trade 

links, economy, differ types 

of energy including renewable 

and nuclear. Children will 

begin to understand the term 

globalisation and cheap labour 

as well as how the economy 

Children will describe 

different climates and know 

why Spain produces certain 

products. Children will know 

how fossil fuels are formed 

and their contribution to 

global warming.  

Fast fashion and the 

implications how can we combat 

it globally and locally? 

 

Energy wars, understand that 

conflict is linked to energy and 

wealth and how we can promote 



shapes a countries borders of China has changed.  peace.  

 


