
 

Progression of Enquiry-based Fieldwork Skills 

Year group Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Posing and 

Planning 

Ask who, what, 

where, when 

and why 

questions to 

find out more 

Suggest 

simple 

geographical 

questions 

before taking 

part in 

teacher-led 

enquiries 

based on 

their 

interests 

Suggest simple 

geographical 

questions 

before deciding 

on a whole-

class enquiry, 

planned by the 

teacher 

Suggest 

geographical 

questions 

before deciding 

on a whole-class 

enquiry, that 

they help to 

plan 

Suggest 

geographical 

questions 

before deciding 

on a whole-

class enquiry, 

that they plan 

individually 

Suggest 

geographical 

questions before 

deciding on an 

enquiry as a group, 

planned with 

guidance from the 

teacher 

Suggest geographical 

questions before 

deciding on an enquiry 

individually or in a group, 

planned independently 

Collecting 

Data 

Data is 

collected by 

speaking to an 

adult and 

through self-

discovery play 

Data is 

collected as a 

whole class 

using a 

method 

chosen by the 

teacher 

Data is 

collected in 

groups using a 

method chosen 

by the teacher 

Data is 

collected 

individually 

using a method 

chosen by the 

teacher 

Data is 

collected using 

a method 

chosen by the 

learner and 

teacher 

Data is collected 

using a range of 

methods chosen by 

the learner 

Data is collected with 

increasing accuracy 

using a range of 

methods chosen by the 

learner, some with 

standardised measure 

Reflecting 

and 

Evaluating 

Discuss their 

answers with 

their friends 

and family 

Discuss their 

fieldwork 

findings as a 

class and 

discuss what 

it tells them 

Discuss their 

fieldwork 

findings in 

groups and 

what we can do 

with the 

results.  

Begin to 

formally 

present their 

findings with a 

question they 

would like to 

find out next 

time. What 

does this tell 

us? Who would 

find it useful? 

Formally 

present their 

findings with 

some 

consideration 

to what they 

would do 

differently 

next time. 

Discus why 

their ideas 

matter 

Formally present 

their findings to 

others. To consider 

what they could do 

next time and a 

whole-class 

discussion on 

whether the 

evidence and 

method of 

collection was 

reliable 

Formally present their 

findings to outside body 

for consideration. Chn to 

consider what they could 

do next time and 

whether their evidence 

and method of collection 

was reliable. Discuss the 

roles in society where 

this work would be used: 

link to employment 


