
St Peter’s Catholic Primary School Geography Knowledge Organiser 
Focus: Rivers and Settlements     Year group: 5            Country    Poland  

Vocabulary   

Word  Definition  

Source The point where a river begins usually from melt water or a natural spring.  

Mouth The point where a river flows into the sea 

Tributaries A small stream or river which connects to a larger river  

Ox-bow lake A U-shaped lake formed when a meander is cut off from the main part of a river 

Settlement An area developed for housing and living  

Meander A natural bend or curve in a river’s course  

Nuclear  Energy source derived from uranium 

Chernobyl A nuclear reactor that exploded causing widespread pollution  

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

You will be using globes, maps and an atlas. Making comparisons and links between different countries within Europe. 

Children will be able to identify some human and physical features of Poland. 

Children will be able to use digital mapping to locate and compare locations.  

 
Human Geographical Features  

Chernobyl Power Station 

 

 

Physical Geographical Features  

 

Quick Recall Facts 

A river  starts at the source, usually in 

higher ground and forms from  a natural 

source such as a spring or melt water.  

Human settlements often develop along 

river systems due to natural resources, 

transport links and fertile soil. 

Life in urban areas differs in many ways 

such as education, wealth, housing, job 

opportunities, food supply and 

transport.  

Our little questions (CST focus lesson)  

 A question for each session to explore 

1  Where is Poland? 

2 What does Poland look like from the sky?  

3 What is the journey of a river?  

4 The Vistula River– where does it go?  

5 Is life the same for people in urban and rural 

Poland?  

6  What is nuclear power?  

7. What happened at Chernobyl?  

Overarching theme 

Rivers and settlements around the 

world  

What should I already know?  

Physical geography relates to process-

es and events which occur naturally, 

human geography relates to how the 

world around us is shaped by humans  


