
St Peter’s Catholic Primary School Geography Knowledge Organiser 
             Focus: North America  - The Hudson River/New York              Year group: 5                     

What should I already know? 

There are 7 Continents and 5 Oceans. The         

differences between physical and human         

geography. New York is in the continent of North 

America. 

Vocabulary 

Continent A continent is a large solid area of land.  

Settlement Settlements are places where people live and sometimes work. They can be small or large  

Biomes Biomes are areas of the planet with a similar climate and landscape, where similar animals and plants live.   

Vegetation Vegetation refers to all plant life, including large organisms like trees and tiny mosses.  

Population Population is the number of people living in a certain place.   

River Basin A river basin is an area of land that drains into a particular river or its tributaries.   

Irrigation Irrigation is the process of watering the ground, or when water is taken from one place and sent to where it 

is needed.  

Map of America 

 

Geographical  skills and fieldwork 

 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features 

studied  

 Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the 

use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world  

 Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local 

area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.  

Our little Questions: 

A question for each session to explore 

1) What does USA look like from the sky? 

2) What is the water cycle and how does it 

shape a river basin? 

3) What is a settlement? 

4)How do humans use The Hudson River? 

5)New York: City of lights or plights? 

6)How many burgers are eaten in New York 

each day? 

The BIG question  

What makes New York a MEGA city? 

Timeline (Scaled!) 
The continent contains 57 people per 

square kilometer (22 people per 

square mile).  

23.7 million people live in the metro-

politan area of the New York City, 

New York, United States.  

New York is popular with tourists 

who visit landmarks like the Statue 

of Liberty and Central Park.  

 Nickname for New York: Big Apple. 

Has 5 regions. 

Missouri River is the largest river in 

North America. 

North America is the 3rd largest conti-

nent in size and 4th largest continent 

in terms of population. 


